With dignity and respect, powered by volunteers, MEND’s mission is to break the bonds
of poverty by providing basic human needs and a pathway to self-reliance.

mendpoverty.org

August 31st - Head to Toes
September 14th - Baby Shower

October 29th - Christmas Program Super
Saturday - Home Visiting

How Did’ _
MEND's"Garden’

2
G el November 5th - Christmas Program Super

Saturday — Home Visiting

December 15th-18th Christmas Basket
Distribution

The MEND Wish List:

Please help us meet critical needs with
your time, contributions and services:

Tutors — 4hrs/wk Tues- Friday 3-7 PM
Optometrists — 3 hrs/wk or once a month

Phil Greenfield in the MEND Garden. Pharmacists — 3 hrs/wk or once a month
Registered Dental Assistants — 3hrs/wk or
Nestled in an auspicious spot in the Depot and the team created the once a month
MEND parking lot is a 400 square- garden beds and planted. Most of Grant Writer - 2-5hrs/month
foot garden filled with fresh herbs the produce is used in MEND's Food oL
and the summer season’s fruits and Bank kitchen, which serves more fome ¥t on S D aeR ey
vegetables. According to Food Bank than 1500 clients a month with hot Faod De:very Vc;lunte:rs Sl
Assistant Director, Luke Ippoliti, the ~ meals. On occasion, emergency food | i i i o
) : Food Pickup Drivers — 3hrs/wk AM or PM
garden was something that staff and ~ boxes from the MEND Garden will et :
) . Clothing Pickup Drivers — 4hrs/wk PM
volunteers talked about doing for include some of the produce as well. B :
. ; Administrative Assistants — 3hrs/wk
months, and one day it came to life The next step is a Seeds to Supper
) ' ) , th T ——— Food Packers — 3hrs/wk
with th.e Helglof VBlrtESTs:| Ke"Rhl yo.u Wor .s uop . 5 5€P t?m =l Client Intake Volunteers — 3hrs/wk AM
Greenfield and Mary Klumph. said Ippoliti. “I think Iealrmng how . Recspteel St S 2 iner ok Ao
Last September, a shipment of soil to grow your own food is a fantastic Receptionist - 4hrs/ 2 times a week PM
was donated by the Pacoima Home expression of teaching self-reliance.”

Men's Clothing Plus Size Clothing
Teenage Clothing New/Gently used
Undergarments Socks Expo dry erase
markers (chisel) Post-It Notes
Large Laundry Cart Black Permanent
Markers Photoshop (Program + License)
Matching Storage Cabinets 72" high
Digital Automatic Pill Counter Red Carpet

MENDing Poverty Statistics:




—===— \AEND Hosts Fourth Annual Pove*rl:y Conference

Fr. Greg Boyle addresses the 2011 MENDing Poverty Conference attendees.

On June 15, 2011, MEND hosted its Fourth Annual MENDing Poverty Conference at the MEND headquarters in Pacoima.
Over 180 participants listened to keynote speakers Father Greg Boyle, Founder of Homeboy Industries, and Jean Ross,
Executive Director of the California Budget Project, as they delivered powerful presentations that examined economic
stresses that the poor and nonprofits serving them have in common. Several workshops were also offered.
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Nutritious foods found at MEND can be out of reach on a tight budget

Mercedes Soto of Pacoima was too
proud to seek help when the company
she worked for went out of business
two years ago, turning her two-income
family into a sole provider household
with an annual income of $24,000. She
soon learned that serving healthy, solid
meals to her husband Ricardo and their
two children became very challenging
on a limited budget. “I didn't want to
ask for help, but after a while, | realized
| needed it, so | started coming to
MEND," Mercedes said. The food she
receives from MEND now supplements
the groceries she buys on a $150
monthly budget. This box especially
proves useful in the summertime,

since her daughter, Eva, 12, and son

Johnny, 11, are not in school receiving
discounted breakfast and lunch meals.
She's also gained a competitive edge

in computer skills for her next job by
attending classes at MEND's Education
and Training Center. “MEND has helped
us when times are hard,” Mercedes
said. “We're very grateful. Since coming
here life has been a little easier.”

MEND provides nearly 250,000 pounds
per month of donated food for many
of its clients which can number as

high as 30,000 in a month. A recent
survey of more than 700 MEND
recipients indicates that three quarters
of the families served by MEND have a
household income of less than $10,000
a year.

Include MEND
In Your Estate
Planning!

There are several ways to consider
MEND as you do your estate
planning: including our agency

in your living trust or will, or
designating MEND to be the
beneficiary from the sale of stocks,
valuables, or of life insurance
policies. This past year, MEND was
honored when we were notified
that one of our former dental clinic
volunteers, Donald Cerniglia,
DDS, had named our organization
to receive the benefit from a life
insurance policy he held. Because
of the size of the gift, we were
able to name a room in the MEND
Dental Clinic in his memory. Please
talk to your financial advisor about
the tax advantages to your family
of including MEND in your estate
planning.










