MEND accepts financial
and in-kind donations to
support our services to the

community. Please call us
H O P E at 818.686.7320 or visit our
website at MendPoverty.Org

for ways to give.

BECAUSE OF YOU

Because of you, MEND fed, clothed and provided
compassionate care, with dignity and respect, to thousands
of the most vulnerable people in our community.
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Donato Shares His Story

The first time Donato and his wife needed MEND's services
was in 1998 - 20 years ago. They had just gained custody of
their grandchildren due to their daughter’s drug addiction. But
adding grandchildren to their home created a financial strain
they were unprepared for.

They needed help.

And, for a couple of years
MEND helped close the gap for
Donato’s family, until they were
able to provide for them on
their own.

Now 20 years later, Donato
is back.

At 82 years young, he is no longer physically able to hold a
regular job. Instead, he recycles cans to make a living.

He explains, “We make $800 a month and it goes to rent a
room in a home me and my wife share.”

Donato adds, “I pick up food at MEND for the both of us and
sometimes I'll pick up a pair of pants and shirt for my wife. It
makes me feel good to bring her something.”

Grateful, Donato says, “MEND changes lives. People have a
hard time finding a way to live, and MEND takes some stress
away ... helping out.”

Donato and his wife are a typical example of the people that
MEND serves, and it is thanks to people like you that we are
able to “help out”.
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MEND’S Life Changing Programs

MEND’s Medical, Dental and Eye Care Clinics offer general
medicine, dentistry and optometry, along with chronic disease
treatment & management, women'’s health, basic labs,
pharmacy, and more.

MEND’s Emergency Food Bank is the largest in the San
Fernando Valley and serves the most vulnerable people in
our community, primarily families that are struggling to make
ends meet and individuals experiencing homelessness. In
2018, the Food Bank benefited over 38,000 individuals onsite,
and reached an additional 222,237 individuals in Los Angeles
through 80 food distribution partners.

Our Homeless Care Services supported 100-120 homeless
men and women a week, offering a hot and nutritious meal
prepared by our Food Bank, clothing and hygiene kits, and a
generous to-go
bag of ready-to-
eat food. We also
offer referrals to
other agencies, |
including housing
and mental
health agencies.

The Clothing Center at MEND exists to meet the clothing needs
of severely low-income families and homeless individuals and
distributes (free of charge) such essentials as clothing, shoes,
and diapers.

In fall 2018, we launched our long-planned Family Support
Program, which is currently case managing 18 high-need families.
Our program will help them overcome poverty and thrive.





